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What Has Gone Before (a prequel)... 


Many months ago (see the D&D: In the Shadow of Dragons comic miniseries), three blue dragons laid siege 
to the metropolis of Rel Astra, searching for a long-lost item they called “The Last of Our Father.” Banding 
together to stop this threat were Evina, a trustworthy swordswoman; Lucien, an arrogant paladin; Kiernan, a 
rogue imprisoned for murder; Gifre, the young wizard apprentice; Roarn, the Hammerback dwarf with the 
courage of a battalion; Verena, an elven ranger with a magical bow; and Sissel, a blind druidess with shapechang- 
ing ability. 

Though betrayed by one of their own, and suffering several defeats, the heroes managed to save Rel Astra — at 
great cost. The survivors then departed to heal their bodies and souls, scattering to the four winds. Now, at the 
request of an elven leader, three of our heroes come together again for a journey into the Phostwoods... 


Lucien Cathal, paladin of Hieroneous _ Roarn Stonehearth, dwarven fighter Verena Mornbringer, elven ranger 


Scribes and Artisans 


Writer .. ..JayDonovan Cover Inks ............4 ade USMS a David Hahn 
Penciller Carlos Alberto Managing Editor ‘Mark Plemmons 
Colorist .. -Ricardo Riamonde _ Assistant Editor . ... Brian Jelke 
Lettering Marcos Schmidt — Marketing....... Jeff Abar 


Cover Pencils/Colors lennifer Kenzer 


++++./Matt Haley Behind the Scenes . 


In the Shadow of Editors 


Welcome (back)! Now, before I get carried away and start babbling over how cool this seties is, let me just say 
a few important things. 


First, I want to say that even though this is a sequel to a previous series, you certainly don't need to know any- 
thing about the old series to enjoy this one. Except for the return of a few heroes (one of whom won't appear 
until later), there's no tie-in to “In the Shadow of Dragons.” So just sit back and enjoy! 


Second, I want to emphasize how important fan support is to a series like this one. All of us small publishers 
really need your support to keep publishing, so be sure to pester your retailer (nicely, of course) and tell him or 
her to order the rest of this miniseries, as well as back issues of #1 if they run out. After all, without sales, a 
series simply can't continue ~ and we don't want that! 


Now, on to the fun stuff. First, I want to congratulate Jay Donovan for turning in another cool script, as well 
as give a hearty pat on the back to our art team from Magic Eye Studios. Carlos has some beautiful pencil work 
on this series, and Ricardo’s colors really make it come alive. Great work, guys! 


www.kenzerco.com 


What? You say you haven't been to our website? You don't know what you're missing! This site is chock full 
of stuff, like dozens of discussion boards where you can chat with fans and creators about any of our products, or 
just anything at all. We also offer an online store with easy ordering features, and brand-new, never-before-seen 
online comic strips featuring the Knights of the Dinner Table! So come on by and check it out! 


The Kenzer & Company logo is a trademark of Kenzer and Company. Dungeons & Dragons, D&D, and 
the Wizards of the Coast logo are all trademarks owned by Wizards of the Coast, Inc. a subsidiary of 
Hasbro, Inc.and are used by Kenzer and Company under license. ©2002 Wizards of the Coast, Inc. 


I SWEAR TO 
YOU, THERE'S A WAY AND. 
WE'LL FIND IT. 


CERIN, MY 
FATHER WILL NOT 
ALLOW THIS. 


MY PEOPLE 
WILL NOT ALLOW. 
THIS. 


WE'RE 
NOT GOING TO 
SURVIVE. 

ONE WAY OR 
(ANOTHER, SOMEONE OR 
\ SOMETHING WILL DESTROY, 

WHAT WE HAVE. 


CERIN? 
W-WHAT'S 
WRONG?, 


ONLY BECALISE 
OF LUMARI'S NAIVE PLEAS 
HAVE WE ALLOWED YOU TO LIVE 
THIS LONG, DROW. 
BY THE ORDER 
OF HER FATHER, ALIRRIC 
WHITEWIND, YOUR CONTINUED 
TRANSGRESSIONS CEASE 
HERE AND NOW. 


AGAIN. .YET 
‘AGAIN I WAS FOOLISH ENOUGH 
TO BELIEVE YOUR LIES TO BE 
TRUTH, LUMARI 


RELINQUISH CUSTODY 
OF MY DAUGHTER, CERIN. YOU WILL 
NOT BE TOLD AGAIN. 


LUMARI IS NO 
LONGER A TINY, IGNORANT 
BABE, AURRIC. 


‘SHE CAN AND 


WILL MAKE HER OWN 
DECISIONS. 


AND BECALISE 

OF MY DEVOTION 10 YI 

HER, T WILL UPHOLD )} 
HER DECISION. sd { 


SOMETHING 
YOU AS HER FATHER HAVE 
YET TO DO. 
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‘SUMMON 
TERRANKIS AND 
KEEP YOUR EYES 

OPEN. 


TO ME. SHE Is TO 
BE UNHARMED. 
DO YOu 
UNDERSTAND 
ME? BE VERY 
CAREFUL. 


T COME TO 
MELT AWAY THAT 
WHICH HAS BEEN 


P TERANNKIS... 
ALERT THE MEN. 


HOLD THEM OFF! 
TONIGHT, LUMARI AND T 
LEAVE TOGETHER! 


ONCE MY 
HORSE IS OUT OF 
SIGHT, RETREAT AND 
MEET US BACK IN 
THE CAVERNS. 


LEAVE 
THEM. I HAVE WHAT I 
CAME FOR, 


ae 


Hs a T NEED A 
CERIN ESCAPED SWORD! T 
YET?! NEED. 


THE COLD-BLOODED 
ANIMAL KNOWS WHAT EVIL 
HE HAS UNLEASHED 
UPON US ALL! 


WE WILL ALL Fe 
DIE \F SHE IS NOT Jy 
RETURNED! 


RETURN 
TO STEAL AWAY 
MY DAUGHTER? 


ASSEMBLE 
‘A GROUP! 9O WHAT MUST 
BE DONE! 


HE RETURNED. 
EARLY THIS MORNING, 


‘AGAIN, MASTER... 
THE FEMALE ELF. I 


DON'T UNDERSTAND WHY, 
WE ALLOW... 


HOWEVER, 
NONE OF OUR 
MEN HAVE YET 

RETURNED. 


GONTOM, 
ARE YOU FRIGHTENED 
OF CERIN? 


THEN STATE 
YOUR THOUGHTS IN 
FRONT OF HIM LIKE A 
WARRIOR, NOT BEHIND 
HIS BACK LIKE A 


YOU HAVE 
THE RESPECT, IF NOT 
THE FEAR, OF MY MEN AS 
YOU ARE THEIR LEADER, 
IN BATTLE. 
THAT IS WHY. 
YOU ARE MY CAPTAIN 
OF THE GUARD. 


AH! GONTOM 
WAS JUST TALKING 
ABOUT YOU. 


COWARD. 


T SUPPOSE 
THAT'S TO BE 
EXPECTED. 


T TRUST YOUR 
RETURN WAS SPEEDY 
AND SAFE FOR BOTH YOU 
AND YOUR PRECIOUS 
CARGO? 


CERIN IS MY 
RIGHT HAND, WHICH MAKES HIM 
YOUR BETTER. 


YES, 
ABEHHAN-VRRE, 
THANK YOU. 

BOTH MY 
@RIDE-TO-BE AND I 
RETURNED WITHOUT. 

A SCRAPE. 


EXCELLENT. 
‘SIT AND EAT, MY 
GOOD FRIEND. 


T THANK 
THE THREE OF YOU 
FOR ANSWERING OUR 
CALL FOR HELP 
SO QUICKLY. 


I WAS TOLD 
OF YOUR HEROISM AND 
COURAGE IN THE BATTLE 
AGAINST BLACKWING FOR 
THE SALVATION OF 
REL ASTRA. 
YOUR TALE 
GAVE ME A GLIMMER OF 
HOPE IN THIS DREADFUL 
SITUATION. 


IN TWELVE 
DAYS TIME, HORDES OF 
UNDEAD WILL RISE TO DESTROY 
EVERY LIVING THING IN 
THE FOREST. 


"THIS TRAGEDY BEGAN FOUR "FOR AS LONG AS I CAN RECALL, 
YEARS AGO WHEN MY DALIGHTER LUMARI WAS AN UNTAMED SPIRIT. 
FELL UNDER THE CHARMS OF A|) [MI CERIN'S ARRIVAL SOON EXTINGUISHED | 


DROW NAMED CERIN." 


WHAT LITTLE REVERENCE SHE HAD 
FOR MY WISHES.” 


“WHAT I DID NOT COUNT 


"I FINALLY CONFRONTED OT OF 
THEM. IT DID NOT END WELL. 


-, 


“THE CURSE PREVENTED LUMARI 


ig aoe REMOVED FROM THEIR 
IF SHE WAS EVER TO 
be MAKEN A ay, THE CURSE WOULD 


ON THIS 
IN FIFTEEN DAYS TIME." 


HOW MUCH 
D0 YOU APPRECIATE 
THEIR WORTH?, 


‘AND THAT IS 
WHY T'M OFFERING YOU 


‘ALL YOU WANT IN EXCHANGE 
FOR MY DALIGHTER'S 
SAFE RETURN 


AGAINST 
My WISHES, BUT 
UNDERSTANDABLY, 
$0... 


ALL YOU 
CAN CARRY IN YOUR 
PACKS. 


ALL YOU 
CAN BALANCE ON YOUR 
MOUNTS. << 
ALL YOU CAN eg 
HIDE IN YOUR POCKETS" 


AND ALL THAT YOU 
CAN SWALLOW. of 


TT'S YOURS... 
‘ V auchter \s once 
AL AGAIN IN MY ARMS AND] 


MY PEOPLE ARE 
SAFE. 


sil SON CADDAL 
WILL BE JOINING YOU ON 
YOUR MISSION. 


WE WANT TF I MAY, WHY 
‘TO SEND SOMEONE WITH AREN'T YOU AND YOUR 
YOU WHO IS KNOWLEDGEABLE OWN MEN UNDERTAKING THE 
OF CERIN AND HIS. RESCLIE? WHY US? 
TACTICS. 
"AND NO ONE WANTS: 
REVENGE ON THE DROW 
MORE THAN I. 


WHAT WE 
DO NOT HAVE, HOWEVER, 
1S THE LOCATION OF HIS 
HIDEAWAY. 
FOR THAT, 
9 WE WILL SEE KRYSANYA 
THE SCRYER. SHE SHOLILD BE 
ABLE TO LOCATE HIM FOR 
US...FOR A FEE. 


WE ACCEPT YOUR 
OFFER, AURRIC, AND WE PROMISE 
WE FEAR SOME TO RETURN YOUR DALIGHTER TO 
OF CERIN'S FOLLOWERS: YOU BEFORE THE CURSE COMES 
MAY ALREADY BE IN OUR PULL CIRCLE 
RANKS...AS SOME 


THOSE PRESENT 
HERE ARE COMPLETELY, 


‘SOMEONE WILL 
SHOW YOU TO MY SUPPLY 
STORAGES. 

TAKE 
WHAT YOU 
NEED. 


ES 


\ HASTE. WE LEAVE 


y/ [SS wweourecy, 


; “| EV; 


y COME FISH-FISH. 
T'M A VISITOR SO COME GREET 
ME WITH A SMILE. 


OH, WHAT A 


LOVELY RIVER YOU 
KEEP. SO CLEAN. Jos 


SO CLEAR. 


NOW LISTEN, 
ALL OF YOU. YOU'RE 
HLINGRY...AND...ANO 2’M 
HUNGRY TOO. 
LET US COME 
TO AN “ARRANGEMENT”. 
YOU FEED NOW. I FEED 
LATER, HMM?, 


SOMEONE 
KNOCKED UPON 
My DOOR! 


‘SOMEONE 
WILL KNOCK ON 
‘MY DOOR! 


T HAVE TO. 
PRETTY MYSELF UP) 
FOR THE MEN. 


‘OH! THIS PLACE 
IS ATROC/OU 


HERE 
LUCIEN, PUT THIS 
ON...A GIFT FROM 
THE ELVES. 
ONE FOR 
YOU AS WELL, ROARNS 
WEAR THEM AROUND. 
YOUR NECK. 


THANK YOU 
FOR COMING FOR US, 
VERENA. 
EXCITEMENT 
HAS BEEN A BIT LIGHT 
AS OF LATE. 


AYE. AND SINC! 

DRAK WASN'T TOO 
GENEROUS WITH FUNDS 
AFTER WE SAVED HIS SORRY 
CITY, MY POCKETS HAVE 
BEEN ALITTLE LIGHT 
AS WELL. 


DON'T BE 
BASHFUL. TAKE EVERYTHING 
THAT YOU THINK WE'LL 


YOUR FATHER'S 
REWARD IS GENEROUS, 
BUT YOUR LETTING US AT YOUR 
SUPPLY STORAGES HELPS US 
A GREAT DEAL MORE FOR 
THE TASK AT HAND. 


TM HERE FOR 
MY SISTER. SUPPLIES ON 
A SHELF SEEM TRIVIAL NEXT TO 
ER SAFE RETURN, NO MATTER 
WHAT YOU TAKE 


.T'M SURE 
Y'KNOW... WHILE 
TRAVELING TO KRYSANYA, WE'LL HAVING ANOTHER SET OF 
BE PASSING THROUGH A LITTLE EYES AND ANOTHER BLADE 
HOLE-IN-THE-OERTH TOWN WOULDN'T HURT OUR 
‘CALLED LUENDORN. CHANCES, ci? 


ls 


I'M SORRY TO 
AWAKE YOU...BUT KNOWING 
YOU WERE HERE WAS JUST 

‘MUCH. 


BEEN WITHOUT YOU 
FOR WHAT SEEMS 
DECADES. 


YOUR PEOPLE 
‘MAY DIE BECAUSE I'VE 
STOLEN YOU AWAY, 


NEVER AGAIN! 
NEVER 0O I WANT TO 
BE APART PROM YOU 

EVER AGAIN! 


12 € 
VI'M FREE? 


FROM THAT 
PRISON sal 


YOU WON'T, 
LUMAR. WE'RE TOGETHER 
FOREVER NOW, AS WE'VE 

ALWAYS DREAMED. 


BUT LUMAR 
IN ORDER FOR THIS TO 
HAPPEN, TERRIBLE, TERRIBLE 
THINGS ARE GOING TO 
TRANSPIRE. 
THINGS YOU 
‘MIGHT FIND WOULD OUTWEIGH 
EVEN OUR LOVE FOR ONE 
ANOTHER. 


-— 


THE TOWN OF LUENDORN. THE 
WICKED EYE Pus. 
| 


WATCH IT, 
WOMAN! IF YOU BREAK 
MY SWORD, T'LL BREAK 

YOUR HEART! 


DID I EVER 
TELL YOU ABOUT THE 
TIME I WAS A GOD?!2, 
HAHAHA! 


WELL? IT'S 
JUST ME HERE, SON, 
SO I AIN'T GOT ALL. 
NIGHT. 


LOOKING FOR EBERNILL 
HOMIL. 


HAHAHA... THAT 
‘SLIMY SLUG? CUSTOMER) 
O MINE. 

HE'LL BE 
BACK AROUND SOON, 
ENOUGH. 


SLEEP 
WELL, MY LOVE. T’LL 
RETURN SOON WITH SOME 
FRESH CLOTHES YOU MAY, 
WEAR, 


‘AND HERE I 
BELIEVED THERE WASN'T 
A TRACE OF TENDERNESS: 
IN YOU, DROW. 


YOU'VE SEEN ME 
EMBROILED IN SAVAGE BLOODY 
BATTLES, GONTOM, AND I 
ASSURE YOU THAT YOU STILL 
HAVE YET TO WITNESS: 

MY BAD SIDE 


WHY ARE YOU 


‘OUR FORCES 
ARE TO SERVE ABEHHAN- 
VRRE'S CONQUESTS, NOT 
YOUR "CONQUESTS". 
HEHEHE. 


T CAN'T HELP. 
THAT I'M YOUR BETTER, 
EITHER BY STATION OR BY, 
SKILL, HOBGOBLIN. 


WE ALL 
HAVE OUR LORDS 
AROUND HERE, GONTOI 
EVEN T. 


JUST REMEMBER 
THAT IN EVERY WAY POSSIBLE, 
I AM YOURS. 


ONCE THE 
‘SCRYER INFORMS US OF CERIN'S. 
WHEREABOUTS. 


THE RIDE TO 
LUENDORN AND THEN TO 
KRYSANYA WILL TAKE 
us TWO DAYS. 


WE'LL HAVE 
ONLY NINE DAYS TO 
REACH IT AND GET LUMAR! 
BACK HERE TO THE 


WEREN'T THE 

HORSES TO BE PREPARED 

AND READY FOR US HERE 
CADDAL? 


YOU HAVE 

ALL BEEN DISCOVERED 

AS SPIES IN CERIN'S 
SERVICE. 


THE ELVES OF 
THE PHOSTWOODS WILL 
MEET THESE ROGUE ATTACKS 
AND WLLL RETALIATE 
IN KIND. 


LOOK To YouR 
GODS, THIEVES, FOR YOU ARE 
ABOUT TO DIE. 


MADE & BROUGHT TO YOU BY 
SKOTINKA 


